
The federal American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009    

introduced in the U.S. House of         

Representatives on January 15 

could have a huge, positive impact 

on Missouri’s budget.  The bill       

provides for $825 billion in           

economic stimulus spending.  One 

element of the bill that would       

dramatically improve the state’s 

budget outlook is a plan to                    

increase the percent of Medicaid 

costs for which the federal govern-

ment reimburses states.  This        

increase, which would result in the 

distribution of $87 billion to states, 

would be in effect through the end 

of federal fiscal year 2010. 

In addition, the act outlines                

educat ion-speci f ic spending       

including: 
 

$39 billion to school districts and 

public colleges and universities via 

existing state and federal formulas. 

$26 billion for  K-12 and higher  

education construction. 

$15.6 billion to increase Pell grants 

award amounts. 

$6 billion for higher education 

modernization. 

 

The bill filed this week is the starting 

point for discussion.  It is  likely to 

change substantially as it makes its 

way through the legislative process. 
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“The people of this great state have never waited for the future; we’ve    

always sought it out. We are a  state born from pioneers and innovators.”                   

A statue of Meriwether Lewis 
on the Capitol grounds. 

On Tuesday this week, Governor Nixon signed three executive orders directed at stimulating the Missouri 

economy.  Executive Order 09-02 establishes the 15-member Governor’s Economic Stimulus Coordination 

Council, which will develop recommendations for how to best utilize funds that may come from a federal 

stimulus package.  
 

In a press conference held to announce the executive orders, Governor Nixon said, “The federal govern-

ment will be looking to the states for projects that are ready to move. This council will develop ideas on how 

we can make certain Missouri is ahead of the curve.” 
 

The higher education community is prepared to present potential economic stimulus projects.  In mid-

December, the Commissioner of Higher Education, Robert Stein, asked representatives of public institutions 

of higher education to pull together a current list of potential infrastructure capital projects.  Nearly two-thirds 

of public two- and four-year institutions have submitted a list of projects to the Missouri Department of Higher 

Education.   
 

The council’s final report and recommendations will be made by February 27, 2009, and the council will    

expire on March 1, 2009. 

- Inaugural Address, Governor Jay Nixon 

http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/RecoveryBill01-15-09.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/RecoveryBill01-15-09.pdf
http://governor.mo.gov/orders/2009/09-02.htm


As one of his first official 

acts  after being sworn in 

as Governor, Jay Nixon       

rescinded all unconfirmed 

gubernatorial appoint-

ments, including several 

nominees to serve on     

university governing boards 

and the Coordinating 

Board for Higher Education.  

The Governor’s Director of 

Boards and Commissions, 

Mary E. Nelson, is reviewing 

all applications to fill va-

cancies. One of the first 

committees named by the 

Senate is the Gubernatorial                  

Appointments Committee, 

which considers the      

nomination of constituents 

for appointment to state 

boards and commissions. 

 

Gubernatorial                  

Appointments Committee 
 

Charlie Shields (R – 34) 

Kevin Engler (R – 3) 

Norma Champion (R – 30) 

Dan Clemens (R – 20) 

Jason Crowell (R – 27) 

Eric Schmitt (R – 15)  

Victor Callahan (D – 11)  

Ryan McKenna (D – 22) 

Robin Wright-Jones (D – 5)  
 

There are currently no            

commit tee meet ings 

scheduled. 

Governor 

Rescinds Nearly                  

200 Appointments 
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Following are brief biographies of the chairmen of committees related to    

education.   

Speaker Ron Richard Names Committee Chairs 

Elected to the House in 

November 2002, Rep. Icet 

is an engineer and former 

president and director of 

the Rockwood Board of 

Education.  He has chaired 

the House Committee on 

Budget since 2006 and has 

been a member since 2003.  Rep. Icet 

received a Bachelor of Science degree in 

civil engineering from Texas A&M         

University in 1980 and a master of business 

administration from Washington University 

in 1987.  

Allen Icet, (R - 84) 

House Committee on Budget 

Mike Thomson (R - 4) 

House Committee on Appropriations- 

Education 

Rep. Thomson has served 

in the legislature since   

November 2006.  This is his 

first leadership role in the 

House.  Rep. Thomson has 

held various roles in the 

education field including 

teaching, counseling,   

administration and coaching.  He holds a 

bachelor and master’s degree in         

education from Northwest Missouri State 

University.     

Maynard Wallace (R - 143) 

House Committee on Elementary and   

Secondary Education 

Elected to the House in 

November 2002, this is Rep. 

Wallace’s first year as chair 

of the Elementary and  

Secondary Education 

Committee.  He has been 

a  me mber  o f  an            

education committee 

since 2004.  Rep. Wallace is also a farmer 

and former superintendent, principal, 

teacher and coach.  He received his  

associate’s degree in 1963, a bachelor of 

science in education from Southwest  

Missouri State University in 1966, and a 

master’s in education in 1972 and       

education specialist in 1975, both from 

Central Missouri State University.  

Gayle Kingery (R - 154) 

House Committee on Higher          

Education 

Rep. Gayle Kingery has 

been a member of the 

House since November 

2002 and has been the 

chair of the Higher         

Education Committee 

since its   inception in 2005.  

He is a retired educator 

and served in the United States Air Force 

from 1961 to 1965, with a tour in Viet Nam 

from 1963 to 1964. Rep. Kingery received 

a Bachelor of Science degree in         

education from Southeast   Missouri State 

University in 1966.  

Upcoming Senate 

Seminars 

Economic Development Seminar            

01/21/09, 12:30 PM, SCR 2 

The seminar will include presentations 

and discussion on economic           

development, as well as discussions 

on how Missouri competes with other 

states. 

Elementary and Secondary          

Education Seminar 

01/21/09, 8:30 AM, SCR 2 

The seminar will include                 

presentations and discussion on  

education in Missouri ranging from 

early childhood education,           

elementary and secondary          

education, and the impact of the 

recent constitutional amendment 

Higher Education Seminar            

01/22/09, 8:30 AM, SCR 2 

This seminar will include presentations 

and discussion on higher education 

in Missouri, including a discussion on 

what other states have done to 

strengthen their coordinating boards. 



Higher Education Legislation Introduced This Week 
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HB 247  Loehner (R – Koeltztown) Revises the definition of "eligible student" as it relates to the Nursing       

Student Loan Program to allow individuals seeking doctoral degrees in nursing or education on a full-time 

or part-time basis to participate in the loan program. 

 

HB 265 Franz (R – West Plains) Modifies provisions relating to teacher and school employee retirement     

systems.  This could affect college and university employees. 

HB 272 Chappelle-Nadal (D – University City) Establishes the "Alzheimer's State Plan Task Force" within the               

Department of Health and Senior Services to assess the impact of Alzheimer's disease and related           

dementia on residents of this state.  As part of the assessment, the task force will examine resources and 

services provided by research at institutions of higher education in the state.    

 

HB 282 Stevenson (R – Webb City) Authorizes the Governor to convey state property in Jasper County to 

Missouri Southern State University. 
 

HB 295 Chappelle-Nadal (D – University City) Prohibits a public body from entering into a public works   

contract with a company that has been found guilty of conducting discriminatory employment practices. 

HB 309 Nasheed (D – St. Louis) Requires fiscal notes for proposed legislation and all applications for grants 

from state agencies to include minority impact statements. 

HB 311 Yates (R – Lee’s Summit) Modifies provisions relating to charter schools. 

HB 312 Storch (D – St. Louis) Re-authorizes the tax credits for qualified research expenses. 

HB 316 Jones (R – Eureka) Changes the laws regarding the Open Meetings and Records Law, commonly 

known as the Sunshine Law. 

HCR 7 Hodges (D – East Prairie) Urges Congress to prohibit certain public school employees from being 

forced to   participate in the federal Social Security system rather than the Missouri Public School             

Retirement System. 

SB 182 Bartle (R – Lee’s Summit) Prohibits the use or attempted use of false or misleading diplomas for           

admission to higher education institutions or in connection with businesses or employment. 

SB 195  Shoemyer (D – Hannibal) Requires farmers to register and pay a fee for retaining seed produced 

from patented genetically-modified seed. Fees will be collected and administered by the Dept. of         

Agriculture.  After all  deductions, any unused funds will go to the University of Missouri for agricultural      

research and development purposes. 

SB 198  McKenna (D – Crystal City) Modifies provisions relating to teacher and school employee retirement 

systems. 

SB 206  McKenna (D – Crystal City) Requires state employee salaries to be annually adjusted by the        

consumer price index. 

http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB247.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=112
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB265.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=151
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB272.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=072
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB282.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=128
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB295.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=072
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB309.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=060
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB311.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=056
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB312.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=064
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HB316.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=089
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills091/bills/HCR7.HTM
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=161
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=552510
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/members/mem08.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=556859
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/members/mem18.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=556862
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/members/mem22.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=561080
http://www.senate.mo.gov/09info/members/mem22.htm

